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This report contains indications relating to the following items: 

S Box No. I Basis of the opinion 

□ Box No. II Priority 

□ Box No. IN Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

aoS -entive step or industrial 
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Box No. VIII 
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Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the international application 
Certain observations on the international application 
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Box No. I Basis of the report 
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□ international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1 (b)) 

□ publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

□ international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

With regard to the elements* of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheet* whirh 



2. 



Description, Pages 

1 " 13 as originally filed 
Claims, Numbers 

1 ~ 12 received on 05.07.2005 with letter of 05.07.2005 
Drawings, Sheets 

1 y5-5)S as originally filed 

□ a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing 

3. □ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

4 ' EL nnl hLTn°mSf b - 6n ^u^*!? 8 if < som .e of ) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below 
sfpp^ b6en C ° nS,dered t0 9° b€ * ond the dfe ^sure as fileS, as mSm in the 

□ the description, pages 
H the claims, Nos. 1-12 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

* If Item 4 applies, some or all of these sheets may be marked "superseded. » 
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2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7): 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item | 

Basis of the report 

The amendments filed with the letter dated 05.07.2005 introduce subject-matter which 
extends beyond the content of the application as filed, contrary to Article 34(2)(b) PCT. 

The amendments concerned are the following: "...said lateral spacing at said tape end 
being less than a width of sals corresponding adjacent divided areas at sais tape end". 

The application as originally describes only some specific examples satisfying this 
definition (figures). It fails however to provide sufficient information from which the skilled 
person could derive the principle in its entire scope. 

The report is based on the application documents as originally filed. 
Re Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1 Reference is made to the following documents: 

D1 : EP-A-1 077 242 (BEIERSDORF AG) 21 February 2001 
D2: EP-A-0 696 628 (BEIERSDORF AG) 1 4 February 1 996 
D3: US-A-4 647 485 (NELSON ROY E) 3 March 1 987 
D4: PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN vol. 1997, no. 05, 30 May 1997 & 
JP09025460 A (YAMAMOTO KOGYOSHO:KK), 28 January 1997 

2 The document D1 discloses (claim 1 ; fig. IX; example V.03-PSA-2; page 6, lines 1 0- 
12) a stretch releasable adhesive tape comprising an extensible substrate layer and 
pressure-sensitive adhesive layers coated on both surfaces of the substrate layer. An 
end portion of the tape is divided in longitudinal direction. 

Hence, the subject-matter of present claim 1 lacks novelty in view of this teaching 
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(Article 33(2) PCT). 

3 The document D2 discloses (claims 1 ,2,5) a stretch releasable adhesive tape 
comprising an extensible substrate layer and pressure-sensitive adhesive layers 
coated on both surfaces of the substrate layer. One end portion of the tape 
terminates in a serrated ("gezackt") shape and is therefore divided by notches. 

Hence, the subject-matter of present claim 1 lacks novelty in view of this teaching 
(Article 33(2) PCT). 

4 The document D3 discloses (figures; col. 2, lines 18-49) an adhesive packaging tape 
comprising a flexible substrate layer and a pressure-sensitive adhesive layer coated 
on one surface of the substrate layer. The tape is divided along its entire longitudinal 
extension (thus also at its end portions) by slit-like perforations and groove-like 
openings, respectively. 

Similar arguments apply to document D4. 

Hence, the subject-matter of present claim 1 lacks novelty in view of these teachings 
(Article 33(2) PCT). 

It is noted that the terms "releasable" and "extensible" are vague and unclear and 
leave the reader in doubt as to the meaning of the technical features to which they 
refer (Article 6 PCT). Consequently, the terms are not suitable for distinguishing the 
subject-matter of claim 1 from the prior art. 

5 The attention of the Applicant is drawn to the following: The definitions of the terms 
"slit", "notch", "slot", "groove" and "perforation" used in the dependent claims also 
include end portions with a smaller surface area than the surface area of the 
undivided end portion. Hence, these terms are not considered as being suitable for 
defining a tape having both, a divided end portion and the same adhesion area as in 
the undivided tape. 
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CLAIMS 



1. A stretch release adhesive tape comprising: 

an extensible substrate layer, and 

a pressure sensitive adhesive layer coated on at least one surface of 
said substrate layer, 
- wherein an end portion of said tape terminates at a tape end and is 
divided in the longitudinal direction of the tape to define a plurality of 
divided areas, adjacent ones of which are separated by a lateral 
spacing, said lateral spacing at said tape end being less than a width 
of said corresponding adjacent divided areas at said tape end. 

2. A stretch release adhesive tape according to claim 1, wherein slits are 
formed in said end portion to define said divided areas. 

3. A stretch release adhesive tape according to claim 1, wherein notches are 
formed in said end portion to define said divided areas. 

4. A stretch release adhesive tape according to claim 1, wherein slots are 
formed in said end portion to define said divided areas. 

5. A stretch release adhesive tape according to claim 1, wherein grooves are 
formed in said end portion to define said divided areas. 

6. A stretch release adhesive tape according to claim 5, wherein said 
grooves extend through an entirety of a thickness of said pressures 
sensitive adhesive layer and partially through a thickness of said 
substrate layer. 

7. A stretch release adhesive tape according to claim 1, wherein a sequence 
of perforations are formed in said end portion to define said divided 
areas. 
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9. 



10. 



11. 



A stretch release adhesive tape according to claim 7, wherein said 
sequence of perforations are spaced from said tape end. 

A stretch release adhesive tape according to claim 1, wherein a bonding 
surface area provided by said end portion is reduced by not more than 15 
% of a bonding surface area provided by said tape immediately adjacent 
said end portion. 

A stretch release adhesive tape according to claim 1, wherein said tape 
has a second end portion opposite said end portion, said second end 
portion being free of said lateral spacings. 

A stretch release adhesive tape according to claim 1, wherein said end 
portion forms a multiplicity of divided areas each having a uniform width. 

A stretch release adhesive tape according to claim 11, wherein said 
widths of said multiplicity of divided areas are even. 
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